APES DEBATE

Lincoln/Douglas Debate Modified Format: Each side of our debate will have a total of 12 minutes to speak, and will be given a total of 3 minutes to prepare for their speeches through the course of the debate. The structure of the debate will be:

· Introduction of the topic by moderator 3 minutes
• Affirmative Constructive: 6 minutes

• Negative Constructive: 6 minutes

· Open argument between both teams 6 minutes
· Moderator questions both teams – note that the moderator can ask questions during the rebuttal, particularly follow up questions and hold both teams accountable. 
· Rebuttal negative team 1 minute

· Rebuttal affirmative team 1 minute

· Closing statement by the moderator 2 minutes
DESCRIPTION OF EACH SPEECH:
Introduction:  The moderator gives the background information to frame the debate and helps the class understand the issues at stake.  Additionally, the moderator will keep time, keep both sides on topic, fact check during the debate, and oversee the open argument par† of debate.  

Affirmative Constructive: In this speech, the affirmative side presents their case for supporting the statement. The speaker must clearly state that they support the statement and give an organized summary of why. For example, the affirmative could say, “Because justice is necessary to peace in Uganda, leaders of the Lord’s Resistance Army should be arrested and handed over to the International Criminal Court to face the charges against them.” After presenting the argument, the speaker will present evidence to support their argument. The negative is encouraged to keep track of the affirmative arguments and prepare their responses by writing them down.

 Negative Constructive: In this speech, the negative presents their case for negating the statement in a manner similar to the First Affirmative Constructive. The negative has a wide range of arguments they could make to respond to the affirmative. For example, the negative could argue that “Seeking justice in Uganda would only cause more conflict and social disruption; therefore justice should not be sought.” The negative has more time for this speech because they are also expected to respond to the arguments that the affirmative presents. The affirmative is encouraged to write down the negative arguments.

Open argument During these 6 minutes  both sides ask questions and debate the merits of their arguments. 
Rebuttal-  Each side gets one minute to explain to the class why they are right and the other side is wrong. 
Closing Arguments:   The moderator summarizes all the arguments and counterargument.   
